Robert Rodriguez’s “South-Westerns”: An Educational Film Festival

UNM Student Union Theatre

October 11, 2004—El Mariachi
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0104815/
October 18, 2004—Desperado
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0112851/
October 25, 2005—Once Upon a Time in Mexico
http://www.sonypictures.com/movies/onceuponatimeinmexico/
A film festival featuring Robert Rodriguez’s “South-Westerns” will screen El Mariachi; Desperado; and Once Upon a Time in Mexico as part of the Fall 2004 Southwest Semester.  Each screening is free, open to the public, and part of an educational curriculum devoted to Southwest studies.

While not often considered as a Southwestern filmmaker, Robert Rodriguez and his border trilogy extend the definition of the Southwest into Mexico by taking the traditional western film south of the border. Rodriguez’s “South-Western” triad begins with El Mariachi, which was such a surprising low-budget success that it earned Rodriguez a multi-million dollar deal with Columbia pictures to remake the film as Desperado; the trilogy concludes with the blockbuster and all-star film, Once Upon a Time in Mexico, which harkens back even as it re-writes Sergio Leone’s Italian western, Once Upon a Time in the West. In the vein of Sam Peckinpah’s The Wild Bunch and Clint Eastwood’s westerns (from The Good, The Bad, and the Ugly to The Unforgiven), Rodriguez’s films remain distinctly western even as they take place south of the American west. Seamlessly crossing over national and cultural borders—as with his other work, including From Dusk Til Dawn, The Faculty, and three Spy Kids releases—the trilogy reinvigorates the western genre to tell the tale of a gun-toting mariachi guitar player who wages a war of revenge against the Mexican drug cartels responsible for killing el mariachi’s loved ones and ending his career as a musician.  

The showing of El Mariachi and Desperado will each include a scholarly introduction to the film, briefly explaining its context, production history, and place in Southwestern studies; the feature-length movie will follow its introduction. Both events will conclude with a thirty-minute moderated discussion. The final screening, featuring Once Upon a Time in Mexico, will end the series with a panel discussion of Rodriguez’s films, similar film genres, and Southwestern studies.  

Several scholars have an active role in the event, and their involvement promises to foster cross-disciplinary thinking about the Southwest. Dr. Jesse Alemán, who will introduce and moderate one of the movies, will draw connections between the films and Mexican American literature, history, and folk culture. Dr. Hector Torres, who will also introduce and moderate a screening, will use his recent scholarship on Rodriguez to offer an analysis of Rodriguez’s cinematic development.  Dr. David Jones will bring his expertise as an experienced stage director and editor of books on New Mexican plays and western drama to the final panel discussion.  Dr. Gabriel Meléndez will draw from his recent scholarship on Southwestern cinema to consider the movies from a regionally historical standpoint, and Dr. Rebecca Schreiber’s media students and research on American artists in Mexico will broaden the cultural setting for the movie trilogy. 

The Robert Rodriguez film festival screens three feature-length popular films for free and encourages informed, structured, and educational discussion of each feature; it brings together humanities scholar, students, and the public to discuss the significance of the arts; and by examining the context, setting, genre, and creativity of Rodriguez’s films, the festival invites us to expand our definition of the Southwest to include Mexico and understand how film, literature, folklore, and the arts dialogue with each other in a conversation that combines entertainment value with the value of cross-cultural knowledge.

“Robert Rodriguez’s Southwesterns: A Film Festival” is funded in part by the New Mexico Endowment for the Humanities.

Film Festival Participants:

Dr. Jesse Alemán, Department of English

http://www.unm.edu/~english/Faculty/Aleman/Index.htm
Dr. David Jones, Department of English

http://www.unm.edu/~english/Faculty/Jones/Index.htm
Dr. Hector Torres, Department of English

http://www.unm.edu/~english/Faculty/Torres/Index.htm
View Dr. Torres’s article on Robert Rodriguez’s Southwestern trilogy:

http://swsemester.unm.edu/resources/RobRod_Trilogy.doc
Dr. Gabriel Meléndez, American Studies

http://www.unm.edu/~amstudy/faculty/index.html
Dr. Rebecca Schreiber, American Studies

http://www.unm.edu/~amstudy/faculty/index.html
For more information, contact:

swsem@unm.edu
